NOBEL
instructions when entrusting persons with responsible work, I do
not believe that he was concerned as to the manner in which his
Will would be interpreted in detail. At any rate he never dis-
cussed this with me."
This is confirmed by another witness : " Doctor Nobel made no
direct statement to me as to his intentions with regard to the
detailed interpretation of his Will, but from his references, remarks
and observations on these matters I have come to the conclusion
that he wished to leave to the trustees all the liberty that was con-
sistent with a due regard for the spirit and principal intention of
the Will. This is entirely consistent with his habit, when entrusting
a person with an important work, of laying down only the general
object to be aimed at, without prescribing as to the method by
which that object was to be achieved."
Alfred Nobel died on the loth December, 1896. The first
problem that the two executors had to solve was the question of his
domicile.
As has already been shown, Alfred Nobel frequently changed
his home during the course of his life. He had left Sweden at the
age of nine, and had not appeared on the tax roll since. He had
spent the years of his development partly in Russia and partly on
journeys in various countries. His longest consecutive period of
residence was spent in Paris, and at his death he still owned the
house in the Avenue Malakoff which was kept ready for him to
occupy when he came to Paris. During the last five years of his
life, however, his principal place of residence had been San Remo,
where he spent the winters, and finally Bofors, where he was
accustomed to spending part of the summer.
He had always retained his Swedish nationality, and according
to Swedish law, therefore, the execution of his Will was undoubtedly
subject to the Courts of that country. On the other hand it was
open to doubt whether questions connected with the Will were
242

